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EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MARR, US, SN, AS 

SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN REQUEST TO SINGAPORE FOR P-3 FLIGHTS 

1 . AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER BIRCH HAS INFORMED ME HE HAS BREN 
INSTRUCTED TO SEEK APPOINTMENT WITH PRIME MINISTER LEE KUAN 
YEW TO REQUEST PERMISSION TO STAGE P-3 PATROL FLIGHTS INTO 
INDIAN OCEAN REGION THROUGH SINGAPORE. HE HAS NOT YET DONE SO, 
HOWEVER, SINCE HE IS STILL AWAITING REPLY TO CABLE HE HAS 

SENT TO AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON ASKING FOR INFORMATION 
AS TO WHAT FREQUENCY OF P-3 FLIGHTS IS DESIRED. THIS INFORMATION 
WAS TO BE OBTAINED FROM THE U.S. JOINT CHIEFS. 

2. BIRCH IS UNDER THE IMPRESSION THAT THE P-3 FLIGHTS IN QUESTION 
WILL BE FLOWN BY U.S. AND NOT REPEAT NOT AUSTRALIAN AIRCRAFT 
AND WITH U.S. AIRCREWS (ALTHOUGH HE SEEMS TO THINK THAT THE P-3'S 
INVOLVED MIGHT BEAR AUSTRALIAN MARKINGS). HE MAINTAINS 

IN THIS RESPECT THAT ALL AUSTRALIAN P-3’S ARE FULLY ENGAGED IN 
ACTIVITIES DIRECTED AGAINST ILLEGAL FISHING IN AUSTRALIAN WATERS 
BY VESSELS FROM TAIWAN AND INDONESIA. 

3. BIRCH S IMPRESSION ABOUT U.S. PARTICIPATION IN P-3 FLIGHTS 
INVOLVING SINGAPORE HAS BEEN REINFORCED BY FEEDBACK HE HAS 
RECEIVED THROUGH HIS CHANNELS ON MEETING BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT 
AND PRIME MINISTER FRASER. AS BIRCH REPORTED IT TO ME, AUSTRALIAN 
MEMCON INDICATES THAT THE PRESIDENT ASKED FRASER TO INTER- 
CEDE WITH LEE KUAN YEW ON BEHALF OF U.. P-3 FLIGHTS STAGED 
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4. COMMENT: I HOPE THAT WE AND THE AUSTRALIANS ARE FULLY SQUARED 
AWAY ON WHAT WE EXPECT FROM ONE ANOTHER WITH RESPECT TO P-3 
FLIGHTS, INCLUDING THE USE OF SINGAPORE. IF BIRCH GOES TO 
SEE LEE KUAN YEW WITHOUT A FULL PICTURE OF WHAT BOTH WE AND THE 
AUSTRALIANS WANT TO ACHIEVE, HIS REPRESENTATIONS COULD CONFUSE 
AND IRRITATE LEE AND END UP BY DOING MORE HARM THAN GOOD TO 
OUR MUTUAL INTERESTS. BIRCH IS NOT AWARE OF PLANS FOR EITHER 
U.S. P-3 OVERFLIGHTS OF SINGAPORE OR INTERMITTENT MAC FLIGHTS 
TO DIEGO GARCIA STOPPING HERE. 
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